
TH*» appropriate «o id* occasion were partirTpaieer
10, for tbe moat part, by large congregations at the
various places of worship, all of wbicb were tastefully
decorated wltb ib« customary emblems. In ibe mora
thickly settled portious ol tbe county tbe destitute
were not forgotten, as in numerous instance ¦
private benevolence had joined bands with public
charity in (supplying creature comforts to the poor
and distressed. Neither were tbe prisoner* over¬
looked. In Lb« Coanty Jail, at Wbite Plaint, an ex-
eellent repast, consisting of roast eblcken and other
palatable dishes, was furnished to tbe Inmates bySheriff Carpenter. The 1,000 male and female convicts
Id ibo State prisons at Sing Sing were also made happyby an abundance of cheese, poundcake and pure colled,
provided by Warden Walker, who, in addition, allowed
tbe jailbirds to enjoy themselves In their cells us best
they mi|{hi until "locking up" time at nine o'clock in
ibe evening

THE DAY ON STATEN ISLAND.

There were the usual Christmas services In the
churches throughout Staten Island yesterday. The
inmates of the public Institutions wero supplied with
roast turkey dinners. Mr. Thomas McCormack, Super¬
intendent of the County Poorhouse, took special care

of tbe 126 Inmates of that institution, and made them
comfortable (or tho day. The inmates ol the Child's
Nursery, at the Four Corners, were also made happy,
ft bountiful Christmas dinner being supplied to them.
This was also the case with the inmates of the Sea-
wen's Retreat, at Slapietoa, who were looked after by
Pr Henry King, and those ol the bailors' Snug Har¬
bor, at Now lirigbton, where over 400 person* were
bountifully eutcrtaincd. The Stapletou Quartet
Club had their annual Christmas sociahlc iu tho evening.

CHRISTMAS IN HOBOKEN.
*'Noch ein glas bier" woe a frequent remark beard

yesterday among the lager-loving Teutons In the vari¬
ous lager beer establishments of Hoboken. Tbe sons of
Oermania quaffed their natural beverage as true dis¬
ciples of Gainbrinus and wished good health to them¬
selves and the human family at large.
The employes of the Hoboken Land Company made

rapid work about noon with the 300 turkey* given them
by order of Mr. Shippcn, President of the said com¬
pany.
The German steamship Potnmerunla was given

over to festivity from the forecastle to tbe
steerage, and all hands made merry with American
turkeys and German cordials of tho Kirschwasser
type. Tho canny Scots on board the State line steam
ship City of Virginia, which arrived in the morning,although they had no haggis, were joyful, and cele¬
brated the gliid day with all tbe enthusiasm of the sons
of Caledonia. The hotels and lager beer establishments
were crowded. Tho Hnckensuck and other ferry boats
were decoratod with evergreens, and the ferry houses
had a holiday aspect. At the police station, CaptainDonovan tampered justice with mercy, and dischargedfrom custody all those who were not too outrageously
drunk, and able to And their way home, including a
number of residents of this city, who wero providedwith a police escort to the ferry boats. Divine serv ice
was held in all tbe churches, and the glory of the dayto all Chrlstlau liearta was descantcd on by the minis¬
ters of all Christian creeds.

A CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY.
A MAN MORT^yjSfipq^ ly ^ CROWD.AND NO

""

ONE (?) BBfElij THE* MURDER.
Shortly after two o'clock yesterday morning a man

named Caspar Koss, of No. 29 avenue C, rushed into
the Seventeenth precinct station house and Informed
the sergeant at the dusk that a man had been shot in
Second aired, and was then being conveyed to that
station house, and asked to have a surgeon ready to
treat the wounded man. A few minutes later August
Zernow, aged twonty-soven years, of No. 192 Second
street, was brought in bleeding from tbe abdomen and
la an unconscious state. He was cared lor in the sta¬
tion house, but about twenty minutes alter his arrival
there he died.
Captain McCulloch at once Instituted a search for

evidence in the case, and by daylignt had arrested tho
following namod persons, who were the last who had
been in the dead man's companyCaspar Koss,
William Johann, of No. 192 Second street; John
Oakley, of the same address; Jacob Koss, of No. 190
Second street; H. C. Smith and J. T. Gorman, of No.
173Second street. J, I<ahr, of No. 160 Second street,and N. 6. Man, ol No. 174 Second street.

Coroner Woltman was summoned to take charge of
the caso early in the forenoon, and on arriving at tho
station house had a conference with Captain
McCulloch and his detectives in reference to the evi¬
dence they bad obtained and the parlies they hud ar¬
rested. The prisoners were ail brought lrom the cells lo
the Captain's rt>om, and subjected lo a severe question¬
ing by both the Coroner anu Ins deputy, Dr. Cushman.
It aoon became evident that Labr and Gorman knew
noihiug of the shooling save what tbey had learned
from conversation with others of the party. They
admit haviug beard tho discharge of the weapon; but
tbey ware In a neighboring saloon at tho time, and the
report came lrom the streol. Prom tbo .statements of
the olber persons it appears that the entire party now
under arrest had been

ON A SPREE AM. WIGHT,
and had visited several saloons, wherein tbey had
drank Icrly The last saloon they visited wus thai
kepi by Henry C. Smith, at No. 1T3 Second street.
There tbey remained come time, a dispute anally aris¬
ing between Zernow and Caspar Koss in regard lo
¦oino pigeons which the former claimed to have
bought lrom Smith. Koss said the birds
were bis, and in an endeavor to support bis
title to them became exceedingly demonstrative and
Violent in his language. At last the parly, with the
exceptions of Labr, Gorman and Smith, went Into tho
street where Zernow, Koss and Joliann renewed tbe
tjuarrci. In about two or three minutes after the men
had left the saloon the report of a pistol was heard,
four shots were llred. but as yet the authorities are in
ignorance as to who did the shooting. The statements
ol all the parlies concerned vary materially. All say
they heard tho allots, but deny having seou h pistol.
One or two saw the flash, but yet they persist In saying
that they have no idea who beld tho fatal weapon or
weapon*.

In view of the (act that Lahr and Gorman were In tho
saloon at the time of tbe shooting, the Coroner din-
charged them lrom custody. Smith, however, who
also remained inside, but who, the Coroner believes,
knows more of the shooting than he cares to loll, was
sent, together with Uakiey arid Jacob Koss, to the
House ol Detention, there to bo held as witnesses.
Caspar Koss and Joliunn were sent to the Tombs as

principals, Coroner Woltman and Captain McCulloch
both being of tbo opinion that either one of them llred
the ialal shots Coroner Woltman empanelled a jury
and had it view the body of tho murdered man as ll
lay on a stretcher In the station house, niter which the
jurors were discharged until tbe Inquest is held.

Captain McCullagh staled to the Hkraxo reporter
thai Ibe entire party conneclcd with this sad uflair
were known to be bad and dangerous characters, ll is

doubtful, however, thai this is literally true, lor, on In¬
quiry in other quarters, it was ascertained that Caapar
Koss carries on a respectable business in Eleventh
street, near the East Kiver. No pistols or arms of any
description were found on any of the perrons arrested,
but as from one to two hours had elapsed between tbe
shooting and the arrest of the accused it will readily
be seen lhal they had ample opportunity to dispose of
anything ol this kind.

PAT TAYLORS CHRISTMAS LUCK.

During a quarrel, yesterday afternoon, between
Patrick J. Taylor, of No. 87 Kranklin street, and John
Duffy. In a liquor store at the corner of Pearl and
Krankfori streets, Taylor woe stabbed in the bead several
tunes ills wounds are severe, but not dangerous.
Dufly escaped the vigilance of tbe "Iluest police .u lite
world."

THE CHRISTMAS STORM.

BNOW, IIA ITj, RAIN AND FOG.SERVICES IN NEW

HAVEN INTERFERED WITH BT THE WEATHER.
Nsw Haven, Conn., Dec. 25, 1873.

Coming eo suddenly after a three days' remarkable
mildness, tbo storm which began last evening, and con¬

tinued till tbls afternoon, gave prospect of resombling
the great Christmas storm of December '24, 1812, than
which, according to old Inhabitants who remem-
t>er the circumstunce, nothing that can bo
cited by way of comparison has since ocururred. Lust
My lit was most tempestuous. The wind bowled
among tho trees on ilie '-Green," and sleepers, uwak-
ened by constantly slamming shutters, rose and
(rarebed their bouses, but to nnd the disturber was
some other than okl "Santa CJau.s'' struggling down
the chimney. Tbe snow, however, changed to hail. the
hail to r.un, anil lator there came a log which dispelled
some of the snow, but not enough to establish the claim
to a "green Christmas. "

Grout preparations in music and in evergreens bad
been made in the Catholic and Episcopal churches to
celebrate in the evening tho great annual festival of
the Incarnation, but the storm caused some
ot them to be postponed. Among the churches ncin-e
able for exquisite docoration were St Mary's and
St Jobs'*. Catholic, and Trinity, St. Paul's and Bt.
Thomas'. Kptacopai, in all of which were held this
morning solemn high nnwseg and special Christmas
services respectively. The day, nugg-stlve of Joy nnd
gladness, has only beta so In name, the weather ren¬

dering out'oi door movements anything but agreeable

OTHEB WORLDS THAN OURS.

To the Enrroa or th* Hbrau>:.
Under this heading a correspondent comments with

a decree ol reason and, 1 think, truth; but unfortu¬

nately m one sentence he advances a theory which 1

Utly him to prove, either individually or by tho aid of
the most gifted philosophers.namely, that "we have
daily proof that heat and electricity will produce life
everywhere." If he can substantiate this he will
accomplish a feat in selence which will make Ills name
nf world-wide celebrity and undying lame. Heal and
i .ectncity may and do propagate lile, but cannot pro-
iiucethe minutest even imperceptible creature H It
have not a germ to work upon. All creatures are non*
tpoataneous and originate rrom the ogg or spawn ol Its
tpecies, and no vanation from this law i* known to
'na« Hence the groat mystery of life and stumbling
»lo< k to llarwlMtes. Yours rcupcctlUlly, D, RU&S.
N«w Yuan. Il> e. 'Xi IM7&

SING SING PRISON.

IIow the Prisoners Fare and What They
Are Doing.

A World of Woe and a Hive
of Industry,

Sectarianism in Hie Penitentiary.The Fe¬
male Prison.

Whoevor visits the picturesque village cf Sin? Sing
for the first time cannot but be struck by the ominous-
looking Iron-barred building there, erected at a con¬

siderable cost to tbe State, on tbe loll bank of tbe
Hudson, close to tbe water's edge. It is tbe I'enlten.
tiary, wbere bad men, and women, too, who have al¬
lowed their ovil passions to get the better of them and
broken the law, aro serving their various terms of im¬
prisonment.
Approaching the dismal edifice from Sing Sing the

visitor pauses to contemplate tbe uurivalled beauty of
the river, mountain and woodland scenery spread out
at his feet on either hand or away in the distance.
Krom the contemplation of this charming nook in tbe
Hudson's beautiful valley the beholder is rudely
aroused by tho scream of the steam whistle or tbe
ring of tbe convict quarryman's pick as. he forces It
into the rude rock, apparently working for no other ob¬
ject than te give him something to do. Tho
points of vantage ground and elevated spots on
the eastern side and in tho immediate neighborhood of
the prison are occupied by sentry boxes and little
guard towers, which aye tenanted by vigilant guards
whose duty It Is to watch the convicts at their labor,
singly or in gangs, about the grounds. The rivor front
is also well watched by armed keepers. On the east,
about 200 yards from tbe prison, the guard house is

placed; and on a still higher ground behind it stands
the temalo department of the prison.

tii* convict's no>t«.

Descending a step or two into the office and reception
rooms the visitor enters the apartment at bis left
hand, and sees fronting him a dally bulletin, from
which it might be learned that on the ICth day of De¬
cember, 1876. there were 1,439 male and 141 female
convicts In tnis State establishment The visitor Is
now conducted down a low and poorly lighted passago
until at tbe distance of fifteen or twenty paces he corocv

opposite the south end of tho east side gallery, with its
long vista of

'

TIKRS OF CELLS

"extending to the right Closo to the left hand, bung
against the wall, is a detail board, which shows the
particular occupation in which each convict Is ein-

ployed on that day. The prisoners are designated by
their names and not after tho more degrading custom
of calling them by numbers, as is done in Europe.
Tbe east side gallery is divided by an Iron partition

running across the middle of the corridor. Tbero are

six tiers ol cells, one above the other. The gallery
contains altogether 100 cells; that is, tiny on each side
of the partition. On the southern section of the gallery
the C®U do®" are locked singly with a key. and on the
northern section all the doors are locked at once by a

running bar having an arm that falls down and secures
an iron latch outside the several cell doors. The bar
which runs in eyelets along the wall, is worked by a

lover and ratchet, and Is secured In its resting place
by a strong key lock. No light falls into any
of tho cells excepting what is reflected from
the corridor; and the narrow barred windows, let Into
the high wall which shuts the prison from the outer
world, admit but little of sunshine or gladness to Illumi¬
nate the interior. The other galleries arc similarly
constructed and lighted The passages and cells were

very clean, steam heated and comfortable, but redolent
with that disagreeable, half-fetid odor, which Is always
prasont in badly ventilated apartments that have been
long overcrowded with inmates.

Cell No. 686 was tastefully painted In squares and
other geometrical figures, traced along the walls In a

reddish brown paint, but whence the coloring matter
was taken, or who the particular convict who adorned
his cell with It, the keeper could not say. The interior
of tbs colls wore very clean, but the straw mattresses
which were extended over tbe iron stretchers looked
dingy enough. A numbor of pictures, some books and
a few little harmless articles ornamented the wall* of
the cells, and were apparently displayed to tho best ad¬
vantage by their occupants. The interior spacc of the
cells is about ten feet long and fl»«e feet wide.

TIIK PRISON FOOD. I

Leaving the ccll galleries the writer followed Ms
guide to the yard, In the direction of the refectory,
Marching in the same direction a lino of convicts, In
their gray striped prison clothes, was observod. They
followed each other In single fllo, in close order, and,
behind tbe loading man, each had his bands resting on
either shoulder of the one who preceded him. This
precaution of keeping the prisoners; hands in sight was
ouc ol discipline, and intended to prevent the possi¬
bility of sudden resistance to the officer ir. charge,
ihe ruess room is a very large, square apartment, fur¬
nished with parallel rows ol tables, of which there are I
seventy-Six, calculated to seat fifteen inch at each and
three tables lor twelvo persons oath, making table
room for 1,176 prisoners altogether. It was some time
past noon when the writer entered, and the greater
part of the convicts having finished their midday meal
had gone to work, but there remained some eiglitv or a
hundred men seated at the south end ol the dining hall-
these were eating a repast at which many an industri¬
ous. hardworking laborer or mechanic would have been
glad to regale himself. Breakfast is served at seven
o'clonk, excepting Sundays, when it is ready at eight
The morning's meal consists ol meat hash or stew
with potatoes, coffee and bread, and of these whole-
some articles of food the prisoner is allowed all that he
can consume. This treatment contrasts verv lavorablv
with that of European penitentiaries, especially those
ol Ureat Britain, where a miserable pittance of diet
hardly sufficient to keep soul and body together is
doled out with a parsimony that is anything but credit¬
able to the government. The convicts sit down to
dinner at noon, and at this meal are allowed a plentiful
supply of meat, potatoes cabbage (or beans! one day in
the week. The working hours are from a quarter be¬
fore eight o'clock in the morning until a quarter before
twelve, and in the afternoon from a quarter before one
to a quarter before four, the fifteen minutes belore each
rest or shift ol work being allowed lor the men to wash.

prisoh labor.
The various branches of prison labor may be classi-

fled chiefly under tho following heads: Quarrying.
lime burning, shoe making, iron moulding and geuera'l
loundry work, blacksmithing, harness making harness
Iron and buckle making, furniture and cabinet making
laundry work on a largo scale and a tin and geueral
jobbing shop.

rn* HALS CHAPEL
Is on the second floor, over tho dining hall. Ingoing
from the latter to the former one could not Tail to no¬
tice the unpleasant odor of musty cabbage and corned
beef; of half damp, musty bread, and n dank, unven-
tilated atmosphere. Under these circumstances it
could not be cxpocted that the air In the chapel should
be or the purest The chapel is a gloomy, sombre look¬
ing, great square apartment, lined with wooden benches.
It has an extremely plum pulpit and a few reserved
seals for visitors At tbe far end a knot of some half-
dozen convicts was seen around the little piano-organ
which facod the pulpit

'

"W hat are they doing hero ?" Inquired the writer of
bis guide.

' They are preparing fftr s musical entertainment,
which it Is intended will be given on New Year's liay. "

Approaching the group the instruments were found
to consist of a ptano-organ, a bass viol, violin, triangle,
aud two or three singers were also In attendance. A good
riatnred looking prisoner, who was minus the left frm
busied bimselt in procuring seats for the visitors. The
musicians spent a good deal ol time in getting their In¬
struments to the proper pitch, and even then seemed
reluctant to begin the music; they seemed no way
desirous of pleasing their audience of two persons. At
last they struck up what outside the prison, nnght,
perhaps, have been a lively negro air, but it met tho
p"r *llh * Md, long drawn out, dirge like sound, in
winch u minor seventh Irequently vibrated with solemn
sadness,

SIM-TARIAHIS* 15 TO* PRISON,

i a
'» chaplain of the prisou. Mr. Canficld

s a Presbyterian minister; hs has his study Is the
f11!?. ortiu'"lly charged with the care of souls

Although the number of Presbyterians is very small
within the prison walls, the great majority who aro

^,1 be'rar8 ,n ^tenets °' lhl* denomination aro
obliged to receive their spiritual comfort through what
might seem to them a disagreeable because sn iincon-

?.?»!.It A Koman Catholic priest, Father Has¬
san, visits the prison, and sometimes, it was stater]

,,bal bis services sre entirelv
gratuitous, while tboso of his Presbyterian fellow

Pr l"" the 8UI* f,lnd* Here ts |"bose co-religionists bear an
infinitesimal proportion to the bulk of his flock and

7* of his hearers rt, not believe

saysthai J"°fes*ea. But Mr. CanHold

thk prisow dthsctors,
who are supposed to be the b,i*t JULige, ln thofle M
well as other matters concerning the prisoners' welfare
named him to the office, and that therefore, fcltbouah a
Presbyterian divine, he Is chaplain, not for a portion of
the prisoners, but lor the whole of ihero-lct them take
or leave that arrangement as they please. Whv sa.d
a gentleman who is oar authority in t^ese matters .
"A union of Church and State would be infinitelv

preferable to an snamolous condition of affairs like this
It would bo much better for tbe rest of the iir.sonr.r.

who are not Presbyterian# to recemi . clergyman
nuujeil by the State U-glblalure or the general govern-
ment, than by an Irresponsible coanmjUee ol prUsun
director!, like that which has named Mr. pantJtHloflioe, vo ihe exclusion of clergymen of all otner ae-
nominations"

, . ...Before leaving the chapel the writer s attention was
called to a good looking lail ol fourteen year*,

^'To* TOtUUGSHT CONVICT IK *IN<< WJHS,
who was suffering a long penalty lor the crime or gran
larceny Near him was Protessor M , .
well known musician of this oily, who was expiating
the illegal offence of imitating another man a sljjnaluru.

TUB WOKKHHOPH.
Passing from the chapel, the uext visit Ml to ">.

cabinet furniture manufactory. This is In the v e

wing ofihe building, which terminates near the r.ver.
It comprises three Hours, iu each of which there is a
complete sol ol tools proper for the work earned oo
there. The Aral tloor contains the cutting doparlrnt nt,
the second tho assembling" and the third the Untah-
inc rooms. On the first door were a saw mill, planing,
morticing, boring and mitreing machines, all work'.'1bv thirty eight convicts under the lynx eve of an offi^cer. The work was cut out on the first floor and sent by
an elevator to tie "assembled" on the second. Here
all sort* of bureaus, beds, sofas, chairs, lounges and
other numerous articles of household furniture, rrng
be seen in the rough state; the various operations of
shaping, '.assembling," joining, wnd paportng fcc.,
were done by forty-six prisoners, also utider the sup*-*-
vision of an officer. In this rough condition the piece*
of furniture were sent up by the elevator to the tniru
or finishing lloor. Here ihe officer in charge had wen-
tv-five men under him; these were busily occupied m
varnishing, polishing, painting and otherwise fln^bii.gthe work which hiwl passed through rough processes
kin*. The top Boor is also used as a packing room,
where the furniture. In sets or separate pieces, is put
into conveniently shaped packagos lor transportation
to New York and other markets

TUK LACKDRY.
Perhaps the most complete laundry In the I nited

Stateb one of the best, indeed, to bo lound an) whero.
is that at Sing Sing l'rison. It emplojrs in the separate
operations of washing, drying, starching aud iron ng
no less than 214 men. A forty live horse power engine
on the first floor furnishes Ihe power which moves the
machines for washing, *rmS'n*
me the clothe* The steam washer consists or a ten root
drum wheel, with rour compartments, having side open¬
ings into them. These comartmenis are charged With
a given number of dozens or pieces each, and by the
circular motion of the drum round its axis the pieces
are, as it were, churned clean. The clothes are P"*8'*1
through a steam wringer and go to the third floor,
where they are placed in closed, steam heated com¬
partments, where they are dried to a crisp, at a tem¬
perature which sometimes rcachas Utt degrees o Fah¬
renheit Krotu the drying room the "starching P'0"8
co down again to the first floor, where they are sWrchcd
bv a very ingeniously contrived starching machine,
which gives a more equal distribution of the stiffonilg
matter than could be applied by hand. The garments
are now sent to the Ironing tables, ot which there are
dozens on both the first and second floors. 1 ho
furnaces erected in each room for heating the vans
are complete specimens ot Yankee Inventiveness, and
the constantly dropping shower ot thuds oftho iron on
the ironing boards sounds oudlv strange to tho ear
which hears it lor tho first tune. Each convict can iron
from nine totwolve. and sometimes sixteen dozen shirts
a day This mammoth laundry, which -'takes in ***»;in*'' from New York and the neighboring towns about
Sing Sing, turns out frequently 300 dozen of pieces in a

single day,
TBI BLACKSMITH'S SHOP.

At the back ol the laundry In a long building which
runs parallel to it ami to t>ie cabinet factory is the
blacksmith's shop. Here there are twenty-lour forges
in full blast, emploving thirty men to attend them. Ail
sorts of Iron work'is done here, and the potent blows
ol the steam hammer almost shake tho edllke to its

l°From the blacksmith's shop to the foundry Is hut a
step and in the latter place may be seen all the imple¬
ments, accessories, moulding Irames, furnaces. Sc.,
necessary to do every kind of job in iron or brass
loundlng.

,, THE "nrCKLK SHOP
Is adjoining the blacksmith. Thirty men are engaged
in the various details ol buckle making and tll0 C<,"<,struction oral! kinds or harness irons. Back from the
buckle factory ib a machine shop, fitted up with iron
rlanini: drilling, punching and cutting lathes, ma¬chines and engines. In this shop all tho repairs U>
maeb nery belonging to the State are done. 1 he ma-
chmcry is driven by steam power. Thirty-two m. n
are at" work in the machine shop, aud thirty-n.nefn the buffing room. Twenty-five men were
engaged in the packing room of the buckle and
saddlery manufacturing departments.
Thompkins & Co. are contractors for the con\ let labor
necessary to ruu the blacksmith's, buckle, machine and
manufacturing shops generally. It isclaimed that the)
have a capital of nearly *100,1100 embarked in the busi¬
ness One or the partners, Mr. llydiu, claims to be
for more than forty years engaeea in the business or
contracting for convict labor. The present contract oc¬
cupies 160 men in all the departments ot their saddh r>
and hardware manufacturing business. I he ''"^ictswork from six to seven hours daily, and iht Sta.e re¬
ceives a remuneration for them at rates varying from
forty to fifty cents per man. Little is now being done
in the shoe Shop, as the contractor recently died and no
new agreement has yet been entered into with any other

CrHesldes the branches of labor above nientloned a
large number of prisoners are engaged
aud the manufacture of marble dust used in the hard
must, plastering of houses. A new lime kiln has re¬
cently been erected, which turns out 000 barrels of lime

''fn the library are some 6,000 volumes of miscellane¬
ous books, but the most of them must have been out
among the convicts, as the writer saw long rows
empty shelves, with here and there

A STACK or KING JAMBS BlBl.KS,
and a few hvmn books scattered along them. The con¬
victs are not allowed to receive newspapers, although
it was sieniflisully intimated that now and then the
men managed to got hold of a copy of the IUralo.

Ta>. KKM A Lit PRISON.
This portion of the Penitentiary was visited, nnd the

wretched inmates seen at the several branches of
ing and mending a variety of clothes and househo il
linen. This part of the prison is scrupulously
clean every part of the place shious with
cheerful brightness.if this could be said o
a prison.when compared with the men s department.
Some or the women's colls were decorated prolusely
and tasterullv with pictures, paper flowers and pieces
or curiously contrived needlework. 1 ho atmosphere
was pure and the celle perfectly dry.
Upon the whole, the men confined at Pmf Sing do

not possess that villanous, downcast, hang-dog look
that people are apt to attribute to convicts. Thej seem
to possess, at loust, an abundance of intelligence. If not
honestv and contenttnent. The women, on the olher
hand look to belong to a much lower class of creatures
than the men. In either case the prison uniform, with
all Its ungainly coarseness, detracts much Irom the
cbeerlul aud comfortable appearance ol both men aud

WStokes, the slayer of Colonel James Fisk, Jr., to em¬
ployed as clerk in the office of the hospital, and is re¬
ported to be now in a comfortable condition both
body and mind.

DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC WORKS.

HUMORS REGARDING THE COMMXRSIONERKHIP.
The City Hall has been prolific of all sorts of rumors

during the past low days At one tlmo a political up-
beavul was expected id the departments by the joint ac¬

tion of Mayor Wick ham and Governor Tildcn in the
matter of the removal of Police and Fire
Commissioners. Since charges have been pre¬
ferred against those gentlemen the politicians
have been busily engaged in the circulation ot
those rumors. The Hkuald rcportor yesterday came

across one of those gentlemen in the vestibule of the
new Court House who was possessed of a great socret,
which he unfolded with an emphatic caution not to

"give away" the author. This secret consists in the
reported arrangement entered into between Mayor
Wickham, Comptroller Green and several prominent
republicans to send in the name of Mr. E. P. Barker to
the Board ol Aldermen for confirmation In place of
General Flu John Porter hh Commissioner of Public
Works. If this statement is true, peculiar deductions
may be draw i. Iron, so singular an appointment by u
democratic Muyor, Mr. Barker being a republish.
This gentleman was formerly deputy under Commis-

sioner Van Vort and has haii considerable experience
in the Department ol 1'nblic Works. It is stated that
he was connected with Comptroller Green's office when
that gentleman was-'tie of the Central Park Cominia-
aloners. The Committee on Rumors have also lately
bee busy with the storv that the entente cordial* Is
thoroughly restored between Mayor Wickham and
Comptroller Green. A little outside byplay, however,
is kept up to give the semblance of continued quarrel¬
ling between these two functionaries. Doric Commis¬
sioner Wales' late attack upon the Comptroller Is given
out as having been Inspired by Mayor Wickham. Thus
the whole matter may have been a preconcerted plan
to prepare the public miud for the denouement about to
come.

TtilC MAVOR'S mkshack.
Oar energetic Committees on Humors have alto got

hold of some facts relative tc the Mayor's coming
message. It is alleged that the document will contain
a atrong argument in favor of the abolition of day labor
on tho public works and the substitution therefor of
the contract system. This is another stride toward
republican policy by Mayor Wickham. Tb« republican
minority In the Board of Aldermen hare consistently
stood up against the law giving out work on the day
labor plan. At the last meeting of the Board, howaver.
several of the democratic maturity changed front ami
voted with the republicans. They may have received
their lesson from Mr. Wickham.
This week must positively determine as to the Com-

missionership ol 1'ublio Works. General Porter's term
expires on the30th Inst. Mayor Wickham will not give
the slightest inkling as to the name he intends to send
In for confirmation to the Board ol Aldermen.

T1IE TROTTING TRACKS.

The trotting tracks in tho vicinity of the city yester¬
day were in such bad condition In consequence of the
ram of the night before that all the races announced to
Vttko place on them had to b« postponed.

TROTTING IN CALIFORNIA.
Oaruakp Trotttwo I'ark, Dec. 17, ls7f>..Purse $200,

trotting, mile heats, three in five, in harness.
j. 0. Walsh's br. m. Bellliowar Ill
C. Moultbrop s g. m American Maid 4 2 2
.1 palmer's br m l.,llje White 2 B 4
f) Dennlstoft'l br g American Boy 3 6 3
C Crook's or g In 0 4 5
c BiiUard'sr g K< an Charley '* 0 6
N. Appiebj s * g Sorrel Pick dta,

Tttlt, 8:41 U :3d K.:4Sl

PIGEON SHOOTING.

EVENTS DECIDED 0* THE OkOrNDB OF THE
LONG ISLAND < I.CB.

The members of the Long Island Shooting Club cele¬
brated Christmas Day at their grounds near Jamaica
in the good old-fashioned style. It was Intended to
shoot for the "Cop," a prize hung up each month for
competition, but the number present being less than
the conditions railed for, this event was postponed
until Wednesday next. Fall of the desire for a little

lun, however, no time was lost In arranging sweep-
stakes, several of which took place during the
afternoon. The weather was of the most dis-
agreeable character, and the grounds wet and

muddy, rendering the sport far less enjoyable than is

usual when these geotlemen meet for practice. Of the
events worthy at notice there were four, the first
being an open sweepsuku of $J entrance, three birds,
twenty-five yards rise. H and T traps and club rules to
govern. This had live competitors, Messrs. Thomas,
Wingert and Baylis. Killing ull their birds in style and
then hooting off the tie, b.ivlis missed his first, but
Thomas cut down three and Wmgert two, when upon
the suggestion that the money should be divided, as the
latter whs going to the score, this plan was adopted.
The second sweepstake was of ilie same number of

birds as the above; $2 entrance, and like conditions ns
botoro named. Nine gentlemen came to the work, and
Messrs. Thomas, Madison and Hemming each cutting
down all their pigeons, they, to save time, divided the
$1S.
The italrd Bweep was similar to the second In every

respect, as<t had the same number of competitors.
Messrs Thomiu, Hartshorns, Madison and Elmendorf
divided the money.
The fourth event had twelve entries, the conditions

being alike to the above. Mr. Bunder wou first money,
and there being nine that killed two each, they shot
off for the second prize. The first round each brought
di>wn his bird, but In the second six allowed their
pigeons to escape, and the three that killed divided the
balance of the premium. The birds as a lot were ex¬
cellent.

SCMHARY.
GMtWDS OF TQK LO.NG ISLAND SHOOTIKG Cl.DB, ITSA*

Jamaica, L. 1.. Dkikksicr 26, 1876..Sweepstake of
three birds each; $vt entrance, 25 yards rise, H and T
traps, and club rules to govern; (10 to the first and $6
to the second.
Thomas 1 1 1.1 1 1 Walters 0 0
Wingert. 1 1 1.1 1 Birdseye 0
Baylis 11 1.0
Same Da*..Sweepstakes of three birds eaeh $2 en¬

trance. and other conditions as the above; $8 to the
first, $6 to tho second and $4 to the third.
Thomas Ill Hartshoma Oil
Madison Ill Hirdseyo.... 1 0
Hemming Ill Elmendorf 10
(iildersleeve 110 Baylis. ....0 0
Wal tors 101
Sams Day..Sweepstakes of three birds eaeh; $2

entrance and other conditions as above; $b to the first,
$i'i to the second and (4 to the third.
Thomas 110 Hemming 010
Hartshorne 011 Cilderslceve 00 1
Madison 011 Walters00 0
Elmendorf 011 Applogate. 0 0
Baylis. 100
Same I»at..Sweepstakes for three birds each; 12

entrance, and other conditions as named; $12 to the
first. $8 to the second and $1 to the third.
Bender 1 1 1 Hartshorno 01 1.1 0
Thomas. 101.11 Madison 011.10
Gildersleeve.... 1 0 1.1 1 Elmendorf 01 1.1 0
Birdseye 0 1 1.1 1 Applogate 0 1 1.1 0
Baylis 101.10 Hemming 0 0
Walters 11 0.1 0 Wlsner.0 0

SHOOTING DAYS APPOINTED.
There will be pigeon shooting at tho Long Island

Club Grounds, as above, on Tuesday and Wednesday
next. Open sweepstakes will be decided on the first day,
and many of the best shots In the vicinity are expected
to be present. The second day the "cup" of tho club
will be offered for competition, iu which tho members
alone take part, but then there will be a classified sweep¬
stake at 30 yards rise, to take part in which tho ofllccrs
have extended invitations to all recognized gun clubs In
this vicinity. Favorable responses liave already been re¬
ceived from tho Harlem and Nnssau Shooting clubs, and
the prospects are that the occasion will be one of much
interest and pleasure.

HANDBALL.

The members who visited McQuade's court yostcr-
dav, No. 404 Madison street, attracted by the proraiso
of extraordinary sport, wore not disappointed, many
loading players being in attendance. Karly in the day
th« gallery begun to fill The match between Messrs.
Killeen and llurney against Messrs Regan and Barry
excited great Interest The play of Mr. Harney was

very effective, and although Mr. Barry played with his
usual power and served low, swift balls, Mr. Harney
and partner won the match, scoring two games to their
opponents' one. The following is the scoro, 16 being
the game

FIRST GAME.
Killeen 2 3 0 4 0 0 1.10
Harney * * ® ® 0. ®^'

2 0 0 1 8 1. T
Barry..... 0 0 0 0 8 0. 3.10

8KCOND gamb.
Killeen. ° 2 ¦ £"» 15Harney jj ® S- 1Began ® ® ^. *

Barry » 3 2- 6-12
TillKl* GAME.

i 2 2 al 8 BHarney
n o nltccall ® ® ".

Barry 3 0 6 1-10-15
Mssirs. McGovern and Barry then played a match

against Messrs. Johnston and Lenihan, the games being
very close and the scores as folluws:.

VIKST GAM K.

"SitJohnston:: llltll0 J 4 .i. 8
SBOOND UAME.

McGovern 2 8 1 1.10
Barry * 0 0 0 0. 1.11Johnston 0 6 1 3 0-10

Lenihan 2 0 0 2 1. 6.15
THIRD GAMK.

J i° o f ? ft 14Barry 1 1 0 1 1 1_ 5.14
Johnston. 0 0 1 1 0 0.2
Lenihan. 2 114 12 2.13.16
Bv the lime the above match was finished every seat

wiufoccupied. The lively interest previously evinced
was increased as Messrs. McQuade and Lonihan entered
the court to contend against Messrs. A. McQuade and
Kyim The two McQuades elicited frequent applause
by the manner in which they returned dtfllcult balls,
ibe elder also sustaining his reputation for calmness
and good judgment and the younger for hard hiUlng.
Mr. Kyan also won enthusiastic applause by his line
play. The following Is the score..

FIRST GAMIt,

Ryan...... 3
2 2 (t 4 9McQuade ^2 0- 4- 9

Lonihan f i f }. 2.15B. McQuade 1 1 1 <>.
SECOND UAMK.

T?ran ................ 3 2 5.10
A." McQuade... 2 a nZ ^~15Lenihan ® ® ®

.B. McQuade 0 0 0. 0.8
THJED GAMK.

2 3 0 2 1. 8
A McQuade

9 ? ? 1 ? nZ 8I or than " 1 1 1 1 0. o

B. McQuade 1 0 0 # 0 3. 4.10

HANDBALL IN BROOKLYN.
At the court cornor of Hoyt and Dougtess streets,

Brooklyn, yesterday, there was a large attendance
of experts and otburs to witness the series of games for
the gold medal. A four handed match, best two In
three, was played:.Vfathew Bclford and Dennis Mo-
Donald against Joseph Grady and James Mack.the
nree games resulting as follows:.

Hi. 2a. 3<l
Pelford and McDonald '-1 2011
Grady and Mack >.* .»1

.,All three of the games were well contested, and the
plav throughout commanded favorable criticism.
Another lour handed match was played by James Casey

and John Grady against William Jessup and Thomas
Hennessy, best two in three. The to>s was won by
Casey and partner, and Grady was sent in to serve.
He scored 4 before retiring. Hennessy going In and
serving to the right, made 2, and Jessup made 8,
when both came out. Cnsev then took the ball and,
serving low to the left, made 6 before he was put out,
h:s partner making 2. Jessup, taking the Insido, made
2. and his partner followed, making 7. Grady, now

going in. ran his score up to 19, his partner making
2, and closing the game with a score ol 21 to 14.
The second game was commenced by Casey, who

made 1 and took the outsidn. Jessup then went In
and made the extraordinary run of 10, his partner
making 3. Casey now going in, counted 6, his part-
ner making 3. Hinnessy now taking the ball, made
2. his partner making 4. Grady following made 2
and Casey 3. Jessup going tn. made 2 and finished
the game, the score siaudiug.Caacy and partuer, 14;jessup and partner, Si.
The last game was well contested all the way through.

Jessup opened without counting. Gr.idy made 2; hid
partner, going In. made 2. Hennessy took the ball
and scored 5. Jessup made 4. Cart y, continuing his
low service, mado a run ot 6, his partner making 2.
Jessup now counted 6, his partner following and mak¬
ing Grady made 3 and his partner 5. Jessup theft
took the ball and made 2, whlcn ended the came and
the match, the games standing.Jessup and Hennessy,
2 games to 1 for Casey and Grady. Owing to the sick¬
ness of players entered, the golditiedal match tui* been
postponed to Saturday next, New Year's Day.

AMERICAN RACKETS.
The match of American rackets between Messrs*.

Lenihan and Maher and Messrs. Ryan and Flanlgan
was well played, and though darkness came on before
tho termination of the match tho Interest was main¬
tained till its conclusion, ttio latter scoring tits Urst aud
third games as per tho annexed score:.

Wr»l dame..Lonihan aud Maher, 10; Ryan ana
Fianigan, 15,

Srrond Gam*..Lenihan and Maher, 15; Ryan and
Flauigan, 14.

Thxra Uame..Lenihan at.d Maher. 11 j Kyan and
Flftdican. 16.

A WAIL FROM THE TOMBS.

The Story of an Unfortunate Dy¬
ing of Consumption.

Alleged Cruel Conspiracy to Hound a

Man to His" Grave.

Cell No. 2, on the second tier of the Tombs, contains
to day two persons. Odo Is a mere youth, confined on
soma trivial charges His companion In durance Is an
adult, and more worthy of description, as he was, in
bis day, one of the best known men that evor dgured in
a court of justice, lie iK above the ordinary stand¬
ard of tall men; bis cheeks, onco full, are hollow,
bringing into great prominence tho high bones below
the eyes. The eyes themselves, of a deep brownish
hue, have entirely lost their lustre, and now present a

deadened, watery, wandering appearance, and his com¬
plexion is sallow and wobegoue. lie wears struggling
black hair on his face, which serves to display the un¬

healthy and corpse-llko shade of the skin. When he
converses be lifts his hands 1n a painfully listless,
feebio manner, to bis bead, as If bo were suffer¬
ing the intensest anguish from his efforts
to articulate. His whole exterior is that of
a wreck of humanity tottering slowly and
sonRibly toward tho grave. This ruined man's general
address Is that of a gentleman and a man of education,
but also that ol one to whom death would come as a
welcome release from bodily suffering and mental
misery. The name of this prisoner Is Henry CL Cole,
formerly of this city, now claiming rblladelpbla as the
proper place for his residence. It may be remembered
that this man enacted the rClt of principal witness
against the

NOTORIOUS COCNTKRFE1TKII, I. D. M1KKR,
when that Individual was tried by a United States
Court in New York during the year 1871. Miner was

considered by the United States Secret Service detec¬
tives one of the boldest and most adroit counterfeiters
that ever disgraced this country. EtTort after effort
had been made to entrap him, but all (heir plans were
iutile. At last, however, he was arrested and placod on

trial, and Cole, from his knowledge of counterfeiters
and, It was presumed, his dealings with them,
was enabled to afford tho government most
valuable evidence on the witness stand.
He did so, using every effort In his power to effect the
conviction of Miner. He therebv brought upon him¬
self the animosity and auger of one of tho most power¬
ful gangs of dealers in spurious money that was ever

able to defy the schemes laid for thotr destruction by
tho government officials. Cole, from & long and suc¬
cessful career as an expert counterfeiter, it was said,
amassed a fortuno exceeding $'200,000, and it is even
now asserted that ho controls property to the value of
at least half that sum. This, however, Cole emphati¬
cally denies. He was arrested In 1871. charged with
having forged and negotiated $10,000 worth of Allen-
town (Pa.) district school bonds, bat as the authorities
failed to make out a case against him he was dis¬
charged, his bail also being relieved. Now he is
in tho Tombs again. A Hkrald roportcr, having
learned of his arrest, called upon him to learn why
he was again in limbo. Tho reporter knew him pre¬
viously, and was woll acquainted with the circum¬
stances of his former arrest. Incarceration and dis¬
charge; so upon presenting himself at Cole's cell door
he was immediately recognized. The prisoner was ex¬
ceedingly fulnt and sturdy able to undergo the latigue
of the interview, so far has

THK PKLL DISRA8R THAT AFFUCTS niM
reduced his physical strength. Ho spoke, however,
though slowly, at times pressing his emaciated hands
to his forehead. The reporter said:.
"Mr. Cole, I have heard that you consider your pres¬

ent imprisonment the result of a conspiracy, and have
called upon you to learn anything that might prove of
interest to the public."
The prisoner replied politely to the salutation,

brought a chair to bis rell door, aud, speaking in a sort
ol hollow whisper, said:.

"That I am hero, sir, is because of no fault of mine.
I am pursued by human hounds who will never rest till
they drive me into the grave, which will be shortly. I
will toll you, bnetly, all I Know, and I will tell you
strictly the truth, nothing but the truth, as God.who
will soon be my judge.is above mo."
The unfortunate man paused for breath, coughed, and

continued:."In 1871. as you are aware, 1 was arrested
charged with giving to a pretended broker having an
office at No. 113 Broadway, named William Muir, $10,000
worth of Allentown school bonds that were forged.
This man Muir swore he could identify me. Sergeant
Phillips made the arrest, ami upon doing so asked me if
1 knew a man named Muir. I replied that I did
not. He said he (Muir) was waiting for me
at the Fifty-seventh Street Court and was the
complainant. I was taken to the court and
seated, along with my captor. In aside room. In a lew
minutes a man, whom I swear to you 1 never laid eyes
on before, came to the door, looked in at us for u lew
minutes, and turned away. 'That's Muir,' said the
Sergeant. 'And that,' s.tidl, 'is a most villanotis way
to have a mau idrutitlcd.' As there was no one else In
the room besides Phillips and myself, Muir, putting up
the Job on me, couiu havo uo difficulty in identifying
me. Well," continued the prisoner, recovering from a
hi of coughing, "well, alter this little fnrce ot identifica¬
tion a partial examination was had and I was held (or
trial in the sum of $20,000. This amount was excessive.
Wm. V. Kiutzmg was retained as my counscl, and soelng
the impossibility ot my obtaining such an amount of
ball, mado strenuous exertions to have It reduced. He
succeeded in getting it down somo time after to
$15,000, which was furnished, and I was then declared
discharged. As I was leaving the court 1 was immediately
rearrested on a civil order of arrest in an action to recover
from me $10,000, the lull amount of the Allentown
bond forgeries, which, 1 solemnly declare to Heaven. I
never in my life oven saw. Messrs. Scott ft Dough¬
erty, brokers In Hroad street, brought the suit through
a lawyer named Morgan. 1 was taken to Ludlow Street
Jail, where I was kept a prisoner for seven or eight
months. At this time my health was such that instead
of being confined in a jail I should have boon in a hos¬
pital. The bail in the civil suit was placed
at $10,000, which 1 eventually succeeded in
getting. I was then discharged from arrest,
but as I was departing from the jail my
bondsmen in the criminal charge became timid and
surrendered me, and again I was thrust into the Tombs.
Three weeks longer I remained. My bail was next re¬
duced from $20,000 to $5,000. I signed over to my
stepson a house and lot situated in East Eighty-sixth
street, and got him to go on my bail bond. An Indict¬
ment bad been found against me and was held in the
District Attorney's office. 1 was then ready and will¬
ing to be tried, for 1 felt that there were parties

I'l.RIMjBO TO TCRSUB MR TO DRaTH
out of a spirit of revenge and to shiold themselves. I
wanted to have the affair sifted and get my release.
About throe weeks later ray counsel appeared In the
General Sessions and had myself and my bail dis¬
charged, District Attorney Garvin despairing of finding
any proof against me, and Recorder Hackelt consent¬
ing. Instead of fearing anything and flying
from the city as a guilty man would havodono, I resided
quietly in my stepson's house on Eighty-sixth street
for months, or until the June following. No one at¬
tempted to molest me. I had a farm situated about
thirty miles outsido of Philadelphia 1 started, alter
June, to look alter the aflairs ol this farm. When I
reached there the party holding a mortgage on it fore¬
closed, as I had no moiiey to pay the interest, and took
It frotn me. I then took up my residence In Philadel¬
phia, and tried to earn an honest living for myself ami
family by shipping general produce. I was so eugaged
when, on the 1st of December, without any
premonition or cause, an officer came to my
house and again arrested me. I was arrest'd
on the old charge made in New York. 1 was almost
as bad then In health as 1 am now. I was taken to the
Philadelphia Central station, put Into a cell where I
was compelled, in my suffering condition, to remain
Ave days and nights lying and sleeping on the hard,
cold boarda My consumption had tmkun fast hpljj vf
mo, and I nearly died tbero. At tho eud offfie "five dnys
1 was committed to Movamenslng Jail, where, until
)ast Wednesday, when 1 was brought back here, I was
kept confined. The reason they brought me back
here Is because I am to be persecuted rnoro.
The lawyor, Morgan, got a requisition from Gover¬
nor TUden on the ground that I ran away from the old
criminal charge, when you know I was discharged. A
Judgment was got against me for $10,000 on tne civil
suit, and, there being no power to bring mo from an¬
other State on a civil order, tliey had to resort to the
defunct criminal matter tojpet ine here."

"1 suppose if you satisfy tliat judgment you will bo
released."
"Of course. The secret Is they still think I am

worth money, aud they imagine that, dying as 1 am,
ami suffering, 1 would give Jhem money.my own

nioncy.sooner than remain lfl»re. I would If 1 had
any. It Is a diabolical and unnatural conspiracy. They
have robbed me now of mv last ccnt. I am a bogRar,
but thejr won't believe it."
"Who are tho parties you suspect of tills con-

splracy f "
"This man Muir, ono Snodiker and a man named Ed.

Hall .»

"Has Miner anything to do with It?"
"I suspect so, lor Hall Is a bosom friend of Miner's

brothcr-ln-lnw. They want money and revenue.
Snediker wus arrested for the Allentown aftair with
mo, pleaded guilty to the charge and hod sentence sus¬

pended on him. He has since t;ot into another srrape
and is serving a term of three years in Trenton. Muir,
the man who identified me, has since been arrested for
using forged bonds, and Bd. Hall was arrested recently
in Brooklyn for receiving stolen goods. These are tho
men who got me locked up. Now, sir, when I was first
arrested tor the Allentown bonds they came to me and

OVPRRRD TO COMPROMISE
It I would pay over hall the amount of the forgeries.
Next thoy offered to free tuo ii 1 would gi\ <> tliem
$1,K>0. Do you suppose, had I been guilty, I would
not hsva jumped at such a cheap way to get outf Hut
1 was innocent of that uO'air.before God I was.and
because 1 would not give upisome money that I pos¬
sessed at that time ti>ey are after mo still, ttliiklri* I
have fortunes tinned. I am dying by inches;! must

1 soon inoflt my God, but 1 will ue uersecuted to my

grwvm, ana wiu my IMt breath I will protest my lnno
conce."
"Has hall been Axed this time?"
"God know*, 1 don't; 1 can; not, for 1 feel that I have

more to contend with than I am able."
"I in by the Hkkald that you once escaped from

Stnf Sing; is thai no V
"1 intended speaking about that. I (wear to yon, on

¦ay word aa a n.an who has bat a short time to live,
that ] was never id sin* r.t.g in my life. The prison
record will confirm this "

The wretched man wag so weak at time* doriag 'U*
interview thai the reporter thought him liable to sink 10
the floor at any moment from exhaustion. He left feel¬
ing convinced that Cole's story bora the impress at
truth.
The reporter saw Cole's counsel In the former esce,

Mr. Kinumg, who said:."In my opinion, this man's
arrest ugatti. in lus condition, is a terrible outrage."
A visit to the District Attorney's office d; closed the

fact that there :s no new indictment against .Cole; that
on the old one the word "discharged" appears, and
that the requisition for Cole'B return from 1'iilladelphia
was granted on the affidavit of Henry A. Davies, a
secret service detective who swore-."I know Henry
C. Cole, formerly of th.s city, and know hitu to be a
fugitive from Justice."

TEBIIIBLE MATRIMONIAL TRAGEDY.

A FORBEARING HUBBANE, DRIVEN TO FHEKZt
BT A VIXENISH WIPE, AT LAST MHBDERS
HEB AND HIMSELF.BE8ULT OF A DIFFEB-
ENCE IN BELIOIOfB FAITH.

Kingston, Dec. 26, 18T5.
The news has been received here of the death 01 Mrt.

Martin Ritter, of Klathush, wbo has been lying, since
Friday of last week, unconscious from wounds In¬
flicted by her husband, wbo cut his own throat there¬
after and died in a short lime. The details or this
double domestic tragody arc as follows:.
The parties, Mr and Mrs. Ritter, were a middle-aged

couplo who hod tang been residents of Flatbusb. They
were people in comfortable circumstances, and among
the most respectable in the locality. Mrs. Ritter was a

leading member of the Methodist Church, and an ardent
worker in the cause of her society. Her husband was
attendant on and a believer is the doctrines of the Re¬
formed Church, although not a communicant. This
diflerence In religions belief was a ooustant bone of
couteuiion between ihe husband and wile, and led.
Indirectly, to the douhle crime of last week.

RSDCLT OV A I'RAYKX NKETINO.
The night previous to the murder and snlcide fherv

wag a Methodm prayer meeting at the house of r
neighbor, ami Mrs. Kilter, who had for soino tims
manifested groat anxiety for her husband's foul,
wanted him to attend the meeting with her. He de¬
clined, and sho went u\vny alone, highly displeased
with him. Hitter spent the evening at the house 01
another neighbor, » member of the Reformed Church.
The Methodist meeting was out, and Mrs. Ritter got
home and abed belore her husnand returned home.
When he repaired to his bedroom he found that hi*
wife had locked the door on the inside and positively
refused to let him in. He found every other bedcham¬
ber in the house and every room with a tire in locked^and he was finally compelled to go into the attic. The
night was bitter cold, and he got but little sleep.

THE MrRtlER.
Friday morning he came down and found the kitchen

unlocked, but his wile not yet out of lior room,
bhe presently appeared, and at once assailed him for
his persistent refusal to repent of his sins and bocome
a follower of the Lord. Warm words followed, and at
last Ritter picked up a hammer that lay near and ex¬
claimed.
"We might better be dead than live this way 1"
He then dealt his wife several blows on tho head, and

she fell screaming to the floor. Her scroams were
hoard by Kli Kphgrave, a neighbor, and he at once
rushed into Rittor's apartments. He found the husband
standing over the prostrate form of his wife with the
hammer raised as if to stnko again. Etihgrave seized
hold of him and threw him aside, and carried Mrs.
Hitter into his own partof the house. Ritter repeated
the above remark as Ephgrave went out with the
wounded woman.

thr snciPH.
He was left alnne in his rooin but a moment, tut

when Ephgrave returned he found Ritter on his knees
before Ins bed, with bis head fallen over upon it and
blood streaming from his throat to the floor. Ritter
was taken up and laid upon his bed, when it was seen
that he had cut his throat from ear to ear with a
razof. lie died before a physician could be called.

Mrs. Rater's wounds consisted of several fractures of
tho skull and bad cuts about the fare. She was con¬
scious for a short time, giving the above details, but
soon entered a comatose state from wnlch sbo never
recovered.

Ritter was a sober and industrious man, of a remark¬
ably even and forbearing temper. His wife is said to
have been a regular vixen, and was constantly scolding
and finding fault with hor husband, until, goaded to

frenzy, ho committed the terrible deod which sent tbern
both into eternity. Mrs. Ritter was married once be¬
fore, and led her husbaud so unpleasant a life that, as
It was currently reported at the time, he exposed him¬
self purposely to contagious disease, which he con¬
tracted and from which he died.

THE VIRGINIA EARTHQUAKE.
Mayor Kiely, of Richmond, says of the shock on

Wednesday night:. "In all the sound and the movement
seemed to me to come distinctly from the east and
move toward the west, and In all the motion was an

Irregular shaking, not a swaying to and fro, a circum¬
stance which, even at the time, struck me as singular,
In view of the definite east and weal direction which
the earthquake appeared to lollow. I do not think
I can better describe the roaring that accompanied
the vibration of the earth than Iw saying that It
resembled the sound of a chimney on Ore; but
tho whole was so unlike anything I bad ever witnessed
or felt that I never thought of ascribing It to any other
source than ai> earthquakes Such a turmoil In the at¬
mosphere, such a tremor on tho earth, a trembling of
tho house so violent anil protracted, could have no
other origin; and I shared the alarm which may well be
entertained when tho 'ioundalions of the earth' are felt
to tremble."
Surveyor Redd, of Henrico, says."After the second

shock I went out to view the appearance of the heav¬
ens. The sky was clear, not a vestige of a cloud to be
seen, but t hi re was a dingy murkiness about the
atmosphere that causod the stum to shine with a some¬
what reddish light, and those near the horizon to havo
a faint nebulous appearance. My children are all hard
sleepers, yet they wero all Instantly aroused bjr the
first shock, and described their sensations by likening
them to tho effect produced by a powerful electric cur¬
rent. About au hour previous to tho shocks 1 had
walked out. and while out noticed several faint flashes
of light, which appeared and disappeared so rapidly
that I was unable to locate them. I had often seen
flashes of this sort on former occasions, and thought
nothing about it at the time. These llashos, though
entirely unlike any form of lightning, wero evidently of
electric origin, but whether they had any connection
with the earthquake that followed X do not presume to
say."
Some old soldiers described the sound as very slml-

Inr to the noise made by the passage of a hoary train of
army wagons. Mr. Stephen I'utney remarked yester¬
day that he remembered very distinctly the Impression
made upon his mind the morning that General Lee at¬
tacked the enemy before Richmond, the tcrriblu rattling
ol the windows and the shaking of the houses, but that
was not to be compared to the effect on him of the
earthquake.
A very interesting incident Is related by a yonng gen.

tleman (and he vouches for Its truth) who was 0110 of a
party of tivo who wero engaged in playing bluff Rotne-
where In the neighborhood of Fourth street, Rich¬
mond. He states that one of tho party had boon losing
very heavily; the thing had become rather monoto¬
nous and suddenly be exclaimed, >h, I wish an earth¬
quake would snake the cards well" A moment more
a shock did come, sure enough. His wish was grati¬
fied, but the party broke up In dismay.

TWEED AND THE SHERIFF.
No news was received at the SbertfTs office yesterday

relative to the report that William M. Tweed was In
Havana. Sheriff Conner was In attendance all day. In
expectation that he might obtain an answer to hit
despatch making Inquiries as to the foundation of the
rumor, but no response came up to the time for closingthe department. Mr. Corner is still under the impres¬
sion that the story is a hoax.

WANTS TO KNOW THE BOUNDARY,
The Board of Supervisors of Suffolk county bar*

authorized and directed Mr. J. Amherst Woodbnll, th«
member from Huntington and Commissioner of tb«
county for determining the boundary line between
Queens and Suffolk counties, to go to Albany, with tho
Commissioner appointed to Queens county, iind confer
with the State Kn^'ineer and Surveyor regarding the
settlement of the boundary line.

FATAL SLIP FROM A FERRYBOAT.
Coroner Nolan was notlfiod yesterday morning to

hold an Inquest over tho body of Mrs. Mary Murray,
who died at her lata residence, cornorof Greene and
Franklin avenues. Brooklyn, from the effect of injuries
sustained a couple of anys ago. Deceased, who was
about llfty eight years of a^ was In the act of stepping
from the bow of a ferryboat which was going Into the
slip at the foot of Twenty-thtrd street, New York, when
she attempted to step on the bridge, and mlF*>ng her
footing toil and was caught betwcea the tatter and the
boat.

SUICIDE BY HANGING.
Thursday afternoon, about four o'clock, Edward

Slever, aged twenty-two years, a milkman's son, living
at New Dorp, 8. I., commuted suicide by banging him¬
self to a beam In the cow stablA He was found by hi*
father lying In the stable with a small niece of rope at-
Utchud to bis nock and a barrel upset beside hint. He
must have stood on the barrel while tying the rope
about his neck and then kicked ft from under him. The
weight of his body broke the rope, which at the same
time ehoked him It * -ems he has been keeping com¬
pany with a young girl, who broke eff with hm.n
account of his continual dissipation, and his death 1a
attributed to this causes


